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LADO GUDIASHVILI (1896-1980)

The Legend of the Founding of Thilisi, signed.
Oil on canvas, 176.5 by 264 cm (canvas size).
Executed c. late 1940s.

“The Legend of the Founding of Thbilisi” (1940) by Lado Gudiashvili (1896-1980) is
a masterpiece of Georgian monumental painting. The canvas depicts the famous
myth of the capital's origin, based on King Vakhtang Gorgasali’s hunt and the
discovery of the hot sulfur springs.

The Legend Behind the Artwork

The Discovery: In the 5th century, King Vakhtang Gorgasali was hunting in the
dense forests of present-day Tbilisi. His falcon pursued a pheasant, and both birds
fell into a nearby hot spring and boiled.

The Foundation: Impressed by the therapeutic and warm properties of the waters,
the King ordered the forest to be cleared and a new city built on the site. He
named it Tbilisi, derived from the Georgian word “tbili”, meaning warm.

Artistic Style and Details

The Canvas: Painted in 1940 using oil on canvas (dimensions: 176.5 x 264 cm). It
perfectly showcases Gudiashvili’s signature poetic romanticism and deep love for
national folklore.

The Composition: The artwork blends the majesty of Georgian nature with the
dynamic movement of the royal hunting party. It highlights King Vakhtang
Gorgasali as he envisions the birth of the future capital.



